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TO:  Councilmember Sally Clark, Chair, COBE 

Councilmember Sally Bagshaw 

  Councilmember Tim Burgess 

  Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, Alternate 

 

FROM: Marshall Foster and John Skelton, DPD 

 

DATE:  June 30, 2011 

 

SUBJECT: Response to SLI 42-1-A-1: Second Quarter Report on 2011 Workplan for DPD’s 

City Planning Division 

  

This memo represents the second quarterly update to Council’s COBE on the 2011 workplan for 

Department of Planning and Development’s (DPD) City Planning Division.  Specifically, this memo 

provides 1) an update on our three-year workplan and the status of existing projects; 2) a summary of new 

work underway; and 3) an updated summary of anticipated resources likely to flow from quarterly grant 

acceptance and supplemental budget ordinances or from any other sources.  

 

1) Current Projects 

The 2011 workplan, is described in greater detail in the attached “DPD City Planning Division 

Workplan 2010-2012”.  The following are highlights from key projects: 

 

 Rainier Beach and Broadview/Bitter Lake/Haller Lake Neighborhood Plan Updates.  The 

Neighborhood Advisory Committee in each neighborhood has been meeting at least once a month 

since September and both have come together as productive working groups.  They have each 

embraced their role advising the City on how to fully engage the broad spectrum of the 

community.  In addition, we have deployed the nine POL’s in Rainier Beach and three in 

Broadview/Bitter Lake/Haller Lake.   

 

Phase 1 included POL outreach and engagement, an on-line questionnaire, a business 

questionnaire and culminated with large community meetings in March.  During these meetings 

we asked what is working and needs to be preserved, what needs attention, and what is the future 

vision for the neighborhood.  In Rainier Beach, over 500 people participated including 100 

Rainier Beach High School students.  Over 250 people participated In Broadview/Bitter 

Lake/Haller Lake.  The NAC organized community participation and even produced a short video 

to introduce the project and encourage their neighbors to get engaged.   
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In summary, we heard the following priorities from stakeholders in the Broadview/Bitter 

Lake/Haller Lake communities: 

 

Establish a town center and other places where people can come together – to shop, dine and play 

 Preserve the neighborhood’s natural beauty and character 

 Make Aurora more hospitable and pleasant, with better connections to the planned new bur 

rapid transit service on Aurora 

 Complement growth with urban amenities and sidewalks 

 Support for community programs, events and organizations 

 Create a safe environment for walking and bicycling 

We heard the following priorities from stakeholders in the Rainier Beach community: 

 

A resilient and interconnected community that contains diverse households, supported by strong 

social and cultural institutions and services. 

 A stronger collection of “mom & pop” businesses that reflect the diverse community 

 Stable cultural communities 

 Stronger ties between communities  

A neighborhood that provides access to resources necessary to live a healthful life. 

 A safe (free from unruly traffic as well as crime ) walking environment 

 Access to cultural and recreational programs 

 A strong and supportive school system 

 Healthy food options (urban farming, farmers market and wider grocery options) 

A natural and man-made environment that provides for a healthy community. 

 A “Town Center” where people come together 

 Stores, schools, parks, etc. that are better linked physically and socially 

 Safe, enjoyable and well-maintained streets  

 Better  transit connections to light rail  

Our second series of large community meeting took place on June 21
st
  in Broadview/Bitter 

Lake/Haller Lake and June 28 in Rainier Beach.  These meetings will help to confirm the 

direction for the development and analysis of specific steps that the City, community and private 

partners can take. 

 

 Implementing Neighborhood Plan Updates in Mount Baker, Othello and North Beacon Hill.  

Work is currently underway to complete the analysis of proposed rezones and Land Use Code 

amendments that accompany completion of an Urban Design Framework (UDF) in each 

neighborhood plan update area.  Urban Design Frameworks have been completed in each area 
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with the support of local action teams; final drafts of the UDFs will be published in July 2011. 

Legislation for each rezone will be ready for Council submittal in September 2011. 

 

 Comprehensive Plan Update.  The first phase of updating Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan is 

determining the scope of changes that could be made to the Plan. Building on the first quarter 

workplan update to Council, additional staff resources have been assigned to the update effort to 

ensure we’re able to succeed with the ambitious scope of work.  For the past month, we have been 

publishing material online related to the update, including a “Comp Plan 101” presentation that 

describes the city’s current comprehensive planning approach and links to other related material.  

At the end of June, we will launch an online survey to ask for public comments about the scope 

that other departments and the Planning Commission have been helping DPD define.   

 

Among the topics we have identified so far are: 

 allocation of the new citywide growth targets to urban centers and urban villages;  

 how to strengthen policies encouraging compact development around transit; 

  incorporation of climate change policies; and  

 recognition of the ways in which planning decisions can positively affect public health.  

 

We have also been working with a group of volunteers from AIA Seattle to understand how urban 

design policies can contribute to the Plan.  We will be looking at ways to make the document 

more accessible, by reducing redundancies and providing a more interactive electronic version of 

the Plan.  We will propose a resolution for Council action in September, 2011, to help capture the 

scope of this Major Review before we begin working on analyzing and developing policies for 

inclusion in the Plan. 

 

Other  significant milestones or progress toward completing our 2011 work program include: 

 Broadway Urban Design Framework (UDF) and Partnership with Sound Transit (ST).  Work on 

the UDF for the four ST-owned sites around the Broadway Station is nearly complete, and 

discussions are beginning in earnest between ST and DPD to inform a possible development 

agreement.  We have been working closely with Council Central Staff to prepare Land Use Code 

amendments to allow a development agreement to be used to formalize commitments between the 

City and ST.  This legislation is proposed to come before you in July, 2011.  The Development 

Agreement we hope to have complete by November 2011. 

 Roosevelt Rezone.  The rezone analysis has been completed and SEPA review has been published 

with the appeal period ending without an appeal being filed.  Since completion of the rezone 

analysis, we received a request from the Mayor and two Councilmembers to rethink a portion of 

the proposal; we are reviewing and analyzing the general revisions suggested.  

 Greenwood Rezone:  The analysis is complete and ready to be transmitted to Council.   However, 

the SEPA determination was appealed and we are awaiting the resolution of the appeal scheduled 

for a hearing before the Hearing Examiner on August 17
th
.   
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 Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Update.  Public comment on the draft Shoreline Master 

Program Update concluded on May 31
st
.  A substantial number of comments were received.  We 

have acknowledged every comment and have agreed to both post all comments and our response 

on the project website, as well as allow a second round of review after responding to the 

comments we received.  The second round of review will likely begin at the end of July and run 

for approximately six weeks.  Comments generally focused on the affect the regulations, whether 

changing or not, have on the Port’s operations and the maritime industrial community, as well as 

the impact of changes we have proposed to address those who live aboard “vessels” which are 

really barges that support a floating home.  We continue to meet extensively with organizations 

and individuals to understand their concerns and to help them better understand the complex 

regulations governing use of Seattle’s shorelines, and required consistency with Department of 

Ecology’s guidelines. 

 Yesler Terrace “Master Planned Community”.  The schedule for completing work on the 

entitlements legislation for a Master Planned Community at Yesler Terrace has been adjusted In 

response to additional time needed by SHA to complete their FEIS and development plan, as well 

as time needed to negotiate MOAs for the city’s financial partnership in the project.  The FEIS 

has now been published and the period for appealing its adequacy ended during the week of June 

20
th
.  The new schedule agreed to by SHA, DPD and Council will allow for submitting legislation 

for this new entitlements process as well as a Planned Action Ordinance and Development 

Agreement by late 2011 for Council’s consideration in early 2012.  

 Citywide Design Guidelines.  New citywide design guidelines are in the final stages of 

preparation.  A SEPA decision was published in June and there was no appeal filed.  We are now 

preparing the final legislative package for submittal to Council. 

 Wall Signs.   In cooperation with Council staff, we are making final adjustments to the proposal 

and anticipate a public draft and SEPA decision in July.  Council submittal will follow in August. 

 Georgetown.  We have met with the Georgetown Community Council land use committee in 

order to understand and prioritize their issues.  Issues relate to industrial/residential land use 

conflicts, strengthening core commercial areas, and increasing residential density in the 

neighborhood.  In July we will meet with Industrial property owners/businesses and King County 

airport management to identify their issues with the goal of finding some common ground 

between the two groups by August.   In August/September 2011 we will report back to Council 

with potential actions and the opportunity or challenge associated with each. 

 Pike Pine TDR.  We have continued to work closely with Council Central Staff and the Pike Pine 

community in developing a transfer of development rights program within the conservation 

overlay district.  The proposal has been vetted with the public and is scheduled to be transmitted 

to Council in July for a public hearing in August.   

 Single Family Platting.  We are continuing to work with Council Central Staff on amendments to 

the rules governing platting in single family zones.  The intent is to reform the manner in which 
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new lots are created often resulting in unusual shapes and creating conflict with neighbors.  The 

amendments are on schedule for transmittal to Council in August, 2011. 

 University District. We are working on a preliminary scope of work for a new round of planning 

in the University District. This is still at the formative stages, but would involve intensive 

community engagement and a partnership with the University of Washington.  

 West Seattle Triangle.  We are nearing completion of this community effort to reconsider land use 

and zoning in the area known as the West Seattle Triangle.  Substantial efforts to date to build 

consensus among community members, businesses, property owners, and developers have 

produced a set of recommendations that are being finalized and will be submitted to the area 

stakeholders for a final review and comment. DPD convened an advisory team of representatives 

from a range of resident, business and other community organizations; 37 community meetings 

have been held over the past two years to develop the recommendations. Included will be an 

urban design framework (UDF) that, in addition to envisioning rezones and land use changes, 

proposes to accomplish the community’s vision for the area by providing for walkable streets and 

public spaces, through streetscape improvements and green street design. The UDF, including 

draft land use recommendations, was published in June for public review, which will continue 

through August 1
st
. Substantial public comment was received, particularly with regard to the 

height of new development proposed in a limited portion of the Triangle. We anticipate sending 

recommendations to Council in late August.  

2) New Work  

A number of new projects have emerged that were unanticipated in our 2011work program. Some of 

the emergent issues that have required our attention and resources to date in 2011 include: 

 Recycling Centers.  This work addresses transfer stations and associated recycling facilities in IB 

and IC zones.  We anticipate publishing SEPA in July, 2011, with submittal scheduled for 

August.  

 Regulatory Reform.  As a result of the Mayor’s Job Plan and the Council’s resolution on 

economic development principles and actions, we have been engaged in roundtable discussions 

on how DPD can reduce regulatory barriers to creating jobs, encouraging innovation and 

entrepreneurship, and promoting active, well-designed development. These discussions have 

resulted in a legislative proposal for a range of regulatory changes to home businesses, street level 

use requirements, required parking and SEPA environmental review thresholds. This proposal is 

being discussed with Council now.  

3) Grant Sources 

No changes to the City Planning Division’s sources of revenue from grants from state and federal 

partners and MOAs with other departments has taken place over the past quarter. These sources 

are described in detail in the attached and updated “2011 Grant Sources Summary Table.”  

Because these revenues are one-time, they do not offer a long-term sustainable source of savings. 

Each new source comes with specific work requirements and deliverables that are noted in our 

accompanying workplan.  
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Attachments:  

DPD City Planning Division Workplan 2010-2012 (Revised) 

2011 Grant Sources Summary Table 

 


